
Report2005 US NATIONAL CONFERENCE 92
Other Issues

 The Discipline Revision Committee, during the course of its work, became aware of a variety 
of other issues which we feel should be brought to the attention of the US National Conference. In 
most cases, we bring them to your attention without recommendation.

92-1

Printing of the Discipline
 Since the Discipline will be revised every two years (instead of every four years), should copies 
still be printed? Or should it be made available only online? Should it be designed in an attractive 
format, and then made available as a PDF file which people can print out themselves?

92-2

2002 National Board Decision Regarding Open Theism and Inclusivism
 The 2002 US National Board approved statements on Divine Foreknowledge and the Destiny of 
the Unevangelized, and also passed the Implications for Ministers, Churches, and Denominational 
Agencies. The “Implications” have serious ramifications. They would require changes in the 
Discipline regarding the licensing of all UB ministers, and would also require a screening of all 
current UB ministers to weed out ministers who hold views other than those affirmed by the US 
National Board. 
 The statements adopted are contained in Report 56. The implications are also included below:

 1. That no ministerial candidate holding positions different than those expressed above be 
approved for licensing or ordination in the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, USA.
 2. That no minister holding positions different than those expressed above be approved for 
conference use (supply or placement) in the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, USA.
 3. That no associate ministry staff holding positions different than those expressed above be 
employed by congregations of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, USA.
 4. That all currently licensed/ordained ministry personnel should be required to affirm United 
Brethren positions on divine foreknowledge and the destiny of the unevangelized.

 The Discipline Revision Committee has recommended, in Report 67, that the Implications not be 
implemented.
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92-3

Size Requirements for a Church
 In several different places, the Discipline discusses the size requirements for a local church. 
There is a degree of consistency, but also a degree of inconsistency, especially over whether a  local 
church should consist of 10 or more resident families, or average 50 people in attendance. This 
may get further muddied if the only requirement for being a member local church is adherence to a 
signed covenant, which says nothing about church size.
 The passages in questions are ¶302.2, ¶401, ¶421.1, and ¶461.1. It would be good to reconcile 
these inconsistencies.

Chapter 18, Division of the Territory, 2. Church
 A duly organized group consisting of adult members from ten or more resident families. A resident family 
must include at least one person who is a member of the church. The family must also meet at least one of these 
requirements: live within ten miles of the church, regularly contribute financially, or regularly attend services. 

Chapter 20, ¶401 Congregations Arising from Church Plants
 A congregation may officially organize as a United Brethren church by following these steps:
 1. The congregation must average 50 people in weekly worship for 12 months.
 2. The congregation must include adults from ten or more resident families. 
 3. The congregation is willing to carry out the expectations of other full-member churches in the conference.
 4. The congregation shows evidence of financial self-sufficiency and an ability and willingness to pay assessments.
 5. The congregation notifies the conference council, in writing, of its desire to organize as a church.
 6. The annual conference votes to receive the congregation into full membership. 

Chapter 22, Church Organization, ¶421.1 Size
 A group of adults may organize as a local church when they achieve the following:
 a. Adult members from 10 or more resident families.
 b. An average worship attendance of 50 or more over the preceding twelve consecutive months.
 c. Evidence of financial self-sufficiency and an ability and willingness to pay assessments.

Chapter 26, Churches in Crisis, ¶461.1 Conditions 
 Any existing full-member congregation shall require annual conference intervention whenever it becomes unhealthy 
or shows consistent decline, as evidenced by any combination of the following:
 a. An average morning worship attendance of fewer than 50 for two consecutive years or more.
 b. Fewer than ten resident member families.
 c. Lack of financial stability and/or self-reliance.
 d. Lack of clear and common purpose.
 e. Severe and unresolved internal conflict which damages the church’s reputation in the community and hurts the 
cause of Christ.

92-4

Sunday Observance
 One member suggested that we needed to revise or update ¶113 on “Lord’s Day Observance,” 
and raised some good points. The paragraph says, “Following the example of the early disciples 
and New Testament church, everyone should make provision for exercises of devotion on Sunday, 
the Lord’s Day, and inasmuch as possible shall attend all services for hearing read the Word of 



2  REPORT 92 
Discipline Revision / Other Issues / June 13

REPORT 92  3
 Discipline Revision / Other Issues / June 13

God, singing spiritual songs and hymns, Christian fellowship, and giving of tithes and offerings. 
Members are admonished to neither buy nor sell needlessly on the Lord’s Day.”
 What about a Saturday night service? Is it wrong to provide for this “exercise of devotion” on 
a day other than Sunday? If a person attends a Saturday night service, should they also attend all 
services on Sunday as well, as instructed by the Discipline?
 The DRC considered the idea of striking a few words, like this: “...everyone should make 
provision for exercises of devotion on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, and inasmuch as possible....” 
However, we received no specific proposal, so we are passing along only an issue that was raised 
(and which seems valid in our minds). 

92-5

Lay Delegates
 Are the laypersons elected as representatives to the US National Conference to also serve as 
lay delegates, as defined in ¶423? Are these roles the same, or should they be differentiated? The 
proposals make them the same. If they are to be the same, then lay delegates can only be elected 
during the February prior to the US National Conference, which means no new lay delegates can 
be elected until February 2007. Also, this would require churches to elect their lay delegates. 
Currently, many churches choose lay delegates in other ways. 

92-6

Competency of Ministers for Ordination
 Chapter 15, Ordained Elders, states as one of the requirements for ordination, “Demonstrate a 
level of faithfulness and competency which warrants consideration for ordination status.” How is 
competency measured? What is a good competency “test”?

92-7

Other Issues

 The Discipline Revision Committee received several requests which raised issues, but didn’t 
propose specific changes in the Discipline. The DRC passes along all proposals and requests that it 
receives. Here are two general requests:
 1. That the use of Santa Claus be prohibited from the church sanctuary and grounds. 
 2. That “loud, rock music be prohibited in UB 
church services.”


