
Defence of Fort M'Henry 
BY FRANCIS SCOTT KEY

O! say can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous ght,
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming?
AAnd the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our ag was still there —
O! say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze o'er the towering steep,
AAs it tfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's rst beam,
In full glory reected now shines on the stream —
'Tis the star-spangled banner, O! long may it wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
at the havock of war and the battle's confusion
A hA home and a country should leave us no more?
eir blood has wash'd out their foul foot-steps' pollution,
No refuge could save the hireling and slave,
From the terror of ight or the gloom of the grave;
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.

O! thus be it ever when freemen shall stand
BBetween their lov'd home, and the war's desolation,
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the power that hath made and preserv'd us a nation!
en conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto — "In God is our trust!"
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.

Francis Scott Key was a United Brethren member. He and 
a UB preacher named John Snook organized a Sunday 
school in Keysville, Md. Key donated songbooks and led 
the singing. They also went on evangelistic tours 
together, with Key handling the music. Key later became 
a prominent lawyer in Baltimore and Washington, D.C. 

IIn 1814, during the War of 1812, Key, now 35 years old, 
boarded the HMS Tonnant to arrange a prisoner 
exchange; a friend, Dr. William Beanes, was being held 
there. The exchange was successful. However, the British 
wouldn't let him leave until they had finished their attack 
on Fort McHenry in Baltimore, lest Key betray their plans 
and strength. Fair enough. 

TThus, on September 13, 1814, Key had a front row seat to 
watch the extended bombardment of the American fort. 
The next day, Key wrote a poem which he titled “Defense 
of Fort M'Henry.” It was published within a few days in 
newspapers, and it became a big hit. Key later had the 
poem set to a popular British tune.

TThe war ended six months later, and Key returned to his 
career as a lawyer. A slave-owner until 1820, Key set all 
of his slaves free and labored fervently against slavery. 
However, he apparently didn’t remain United Brethren.   
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